
Red 
 
“Jack and the Beanstalk”  
 
High frequency words: what, at, the, of, mum, up, but, were, for, we, some, was, he, too,  
Interest words: beanstalk, poor, beans, giant, swap 
Words your child might need help with:  were, Daisy, some, beans, was, silly, boy, 
beanstalk, grew, climbed, found, giant, mine, swap, happy, clever,  
 
Suggested activities:  
It would be useful to recap the phase 3 sounds from letters and sounds with your child, 
focusing on the ‘ai’ ‘oo’ and ‘or’ sounds in particular.  You may find it useful to silence the 
book when reading with your child, this will allow them to read at their own pace and to 
practise their blending skills. You could also write the high frequency words and interest 
words on paper before reading the story to help your child to become familiar with it.  
 
Before you start to read the book:  
 
Ask your child do they know the story of Jack and the Beanstalk? If they do ask them to retell 
you the story  
 
Look at the front cover. Read the title together. Describe Jack and his appearance.    
 
Reading the story  
 
Read pages 2 -3 together. Discuss what does poor mean? Use the pictures to help. Discuss 
how do Jack and his Mum feel? 
 
Look at pages 4-5. Look at the speech bubbles and explain this shows us that someone is 
talking out loud.  
 
Discuss why do they think Jack was called silly?  
 
Ask your child to read the book aloud from the beginning. As you child is reading praise them 
for using the pictures prompts, saying the sounds in the words, blending the sounds to make 
the correct word or having a go at making the correct word and for moving through the book 
in the correct order moving from left to right and pointing at each word correctly.  
 
Responding to the story  
 
When your child has finished reading, look at page 14-15 and ask them to retell the story in 
the correct order, encourage them to use descriptive language i.e. silly Jack, angry Mum.   
 
Checking knowledge and moving on  
 
Draw a picture of Jack and add speech bubble.  
 
Grow some beans and observe how they grow.  
 
 
 


